[Multidisciplinary prospective epidemiological research regarding the prevalence of ankylosing spondilytis, comparatively in Romania and Iasi County, between 1990-2006].
During the period of study, the prevalence of ankylosing spondylitis (AS) cases values varied between 5.65% per hundred thousand in 1994 and 3.96 in 1999. Are close to those obtained in the national research in 1989 (5.29% hundred thousand) and 1997 (6.34% hundred thousand). The sample of 6894 cases registered a prevalence of 28.86% in the 35-44 age groups with a decreasing trend, and 0.07% in = 85 age group. Males' prevalence was of 84.08%, comparatively with females (15.91% from total cases). Difference between residence areas had not statistic significance. In Iasi County, AS prevalence had increased values in all 17 years of study period, greater and often double that those at national level, and also greater than every county from Moldavia and one from the Western Romania. Demographical structure, variations, and those occupational, ecological, economical, educational could explain this situation. Ankylosing spondylitis is included among the major problems in order to promote community health, taking into account its clinical epidemiological characteristics.